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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


; | Sir Samuel Gerrard, Bar. 
 LORD-MAYOR: 


| My Lord, - 
| | HE Commends of your Lordſhip, and 


your Worſhipful Brethren, is not only the | 
beſt Excuſe that I have for the Publication of 
this. plain Diſcourſe, that was never intended 
to have appear'd in Publick, but alſo the heſt 
Foundation of hoping, at leaſt, that it may an- 
ſwer your Intentions, in laying this Obligation 
upon me. "Tis to me an Argument, that you 
= thonght this Sermon would be ſerviceable to ex- 
jt, Cite a due Regard to the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Sacred Dignity of the 
Prieſthood, which have of late been ſo boldly 
firuck at by the Author of the Rights of the 
Chriſtian Church ʒ who has ſo impudently and 
Cas 1 bumbly conceived) groundleſly boaſted 
the Approbation of Authority on his Side. May 
your Lordſhip's Recommendation of this Diſ- 
courſe to the Publick, which contains * 
ple? 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ples ſo directly repugnant to his, be ſeconded by 
the due Uſe of that Sword which your Lordſhip 
fo honourably bears for the Puniſhment of ſuch 


Evil Doers, as turn Religion into Rebellion, 
and Faith into Fackion. | 


I am, 


with all duc Regard, 
Your Lordhip's 


very humble Servant, 


* 
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LORD-MAYOR, &c. 
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LUKE XVI. 29. 


Abraham ſaith unto him, They have Moſes and 
the Prophets; let them hear them. | 


HEN God had ſufficiently atteſted rhe Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion, by the Wonders and 
Miracles that he wrought by che Hands of his 
. YT * Servants; He thought choſe amazing Works ſuffi- 
cient to prevail upon Mens Minds, and to gain Credit and O- 
bedience to his Laws for ever after; ſo that there could be no 
Neceſſity (having ſuch a ſure Gtound and Foundation ſor our 
Faith) to expect that extraordinary Things ſhould be done in 
every Age of the World to convince Sinners, God govern- 
ing us now ina Method ſuited to our Reafon, and the Cir- 
cumſtances of our preſent Condition. | 
Hie has therefore given us ſuch Aſſurances of Erernal 
Life, as may either perſwade, or be refiſteu by us; ſuch a 
Diſcovery of the Pains of Hell, as may either work upon 
our Fears, or be defeated by our Vnbelief. And indeed, wich- 
out this there would have been no Trial ot Men, no Diſcri- 
mination between the Wife and Feoliſh, between the Virtua 

and the Wicked : god will not therefore force a Belief of theſe: || 

Things upon us, but makes it the ſubje& of our own Choice, 
and an inſtance of out Virtue, 8 No. 


— 


[ 


| 
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No Reward is due to them who give Credit to nothing but 
what they have Occular Demonſtration for; ſuch cannot be 
ſaid to believe God ſo wich as the report of their on · Senſes; 


Ai 


ſo that the want of . the ſight of Miracles. is no Juſtification - 


of any Man's Tafdelity : For iT all thoſe that were at, firſt 
done for the Confirmation of our Faith, were to be ſhewn to 
every particular Age or Chriſtian,” the Wonder of them would 
ceaſe, and the Miracle would be fo far from affecting Mens 
Minds, that it would have little or no Influence over them. 
God therefore denjes unuſual Metheds of Conviction to Men's 
uhredfohable Eurioſity, and d iretts them to thoſe orffinary Means 
of Grate, under which his Mercy and Goodneſs have ſo long 


plac'd them. 


The Rich Man ſpoke of in this Chapter, would have had 


his Brethren retorm'd, by fentirg one r rbem from the Dead : 
ver. 27. Abraham tells him, Moſes and the Prophets were 
ſufficient : He again argues, that the ,Surprize and Wonder of 
an Apparition would certainly e the Work: Nay, Fu- 
er Abrabam; but if — went unto them from the Dead, 
they will repent. To which Abraham very rationally replies, 
thar they who con'd reſiſt Moſes and the Prephers, who had 
done and ſaid ſo many wondertul things, and who were ſent 


to them by God himſelf, W6u'd hever he convinc'd by any ex- 


traord inary Meaſures that cou'd be taken with them. Even 
he moſt affrighting Apparition, the lending One from the 

ew, wood ſignifte notfüng, if they were fo harden'd as not 
to hear aud regard Moes and the Frophets; and therefore fince 
they were bleſs'd with the ordinary Means of God's Grace, 


it they were fo wicked as not to be prevail'd upon by. them, 


no eftraord imafy Mectiods could reaſonably be ſuppos'd to do 
t. Inſtead therefore of ſending one to thein from the Dead, 
(fays Abrabdm,) Let them make a right uſe of thoſe Gracious 
Revelations they aſready enjoy: They hate Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ; let them bexr them. In which Words are ex preſsd, 

The fixed and ftanding Rule God has appointed us to wax 
by, in order to our Arrainment of Salvatien, And that is, 

By hearirg Moſes and the Prophets. | 

K we take Moſes and the Prophets properly, they fignifie 


no more than the Five Books of Moſes, which contain'd the 


Old Law, and the Sixteen Books '6f the Prophets, which 
were but fo many \Expoſirors __ him, either declaring 
God's Mercies or denouncing his Judgments apainft the 


People of Hfrael, according to their Obedience or Diſobedi- 
/ ence to that Law, wherein the "Meffiah was ſo plainly pre- 


hgured, © . rl 3 | * . > 
© Or if we take Moſes and the Prophets Figuratively, by a 


t is 


RY * 
. 


; "before FIX ord-Mayor. ho 7 

| t for che whole ) tley fignifie then all the Scriptures of 

| the Old Teſtament, all that the Jewiſh Church 6 nat? 

under the Sacred Canon, and look d upon 2s a Rule both of 

. | | Life and Doctrine. 5-2-3170 85 2 3 

Or if we take Moſes and the Prophets Analogically, they 
comprehend then all rhe ſeveral Diſpenſarions God's Mer- 

| cy, as expreſs'd either in the Old or New Teſtament, they ſig · 

| nifie the whole revealed Will of God, and whatſoever he has 
fer down therein as neceſſary to our attaining Eternal Life and 
Happineſs. / 
Now Moſes and the Prophets. taken in this large and com- 
prehenſive Senſe, contain in them all thoſe Things that we 
ouphr either to believe or to do ; Theſe ſufficiently inſtruct us, 
fo to glorifie God upon Earth, that we may be glorified by him 
in Heaven. In this Senſe therefore I ſhall rake them, as being 
the fulleſt and moſt complear. . 

Fo then, to hear the preaching of God's Word by his Mini- 
ſters, are the Means appointed by Gad tb bring us to Heaven; 
theſe ate ſufficienr ro warn us to flee from the Wrath to come; 
theſe are powerful enough to work either upon our Hopes or 
Fears, and have ſufficient Evidence on their Side to make 

every fober and rational Perſon to believe and obey them. 
And therefore God having done all that Men can defire, to 

- juſtifie the Truth of the Scriptures, and having made them ſo 

1 conſummate in themſelves, for the end for which he caus'd 

them to be Written, has ordain'd the Hearing of Them, to be 
the ordinary and conſtant Means of obtaining Salvation: There 
fs no need therefore of any other; for ſhould one be ſent from 

| the Dead, What can he declare chat the Scriptures have not 
already ſhewn us? Could He acquaint us, that God will puniſh 

the Ungodly, and reward the Righreous ? The Scriptures have 
evidently and clearly done it already. Here we have an Aſſu- 
rance, that God will render to every Man according to bis 
Deeds, to them who by patient Continuance in well. doing, ſeeb 
for Glory and Honour, and Immortality, eternal Life: But untg 
them who obey Unrighteouſneſs, Ind ignat ion and Wrath, Tribula- 

# Ft. tion and Anguiſh upon che Sou! of every Man that doth Evil, 

bes Could one from the Dead ſhew us that there is an Heaven of 
Glory, and an Hell of Torment ? 2 $5 

Who can deſcribe thoſe bliſsful Regions better than it is in 

the 21# and 224 Chapters of che Revelation of St. ohn, 

where we read of a City of pure Gold, with Gates of Pearl, 

and Walls of precious Stones; Rivers of Chryſtal, and Trees af 

| . Life ; Crowns and Thrones of Glory? : , 

| Who can deſcribe Hell and its Torments more frightfully, 

| cdhan it is in the 14th and 15th Chapters of the Revelation; 

| were we are told, Thar the a fall drink of the 1 4 

=o Pro 4 | 0d A 
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God's Wrath, which is poured aut into th Cup of his Indignation, 
without mixture; That they «ſhall be tarmented with Fire and 


Brimſtone; That the mda of their Torments. ſhall aſcend up for | 
ever ad ever; That their Vorm ſhall never die; That they all ö 
never reſt Day nor Nigbt; That they ſhalt naw their Tongues / 
for Pain, and blaſpheme the God of Heaven, becauſe of their Tor- | ö 
ments and Agonies 2 | = The | 


Could ah) one from the Dead give greater Encouragement to. 
Sinners xo repent, than that efficacious Eloquence which we 
find ſo abundantly in the Scriprures ? Do they not declare, 
That whenſoever the wicked Man turneth away from the Mir b 
edreſs that he hath committed, and does that which iu Lawful 
and Right, he ſhall ſave his Sul alive? Nay, does not the | 
Ever-Bleſſed Jeſus himſelf tell us, in the 15th Chapter of c. 
Luke's Goſpel, There is Foy in the Preſence of the Angels of God 
over one Sinner that repenteth? | | 
What need therefore of ſending one from the Dead, fince , 
theſe Things are jo d monſtrably made known to us by the 
Holy Scriptures ; and thoſe Scriptures have been confirmed by 
the Evidence cf them that have riſen from the Dead, as well 
as by the moſt undeniable Miracles, Signs and Wonders? From 
whence we may ſee, that God hath order'd the Hearing Moſes 
and the Prophets, as ſufficient Means in themſelves of our at- 
raining Salvation. = ion ty, TE 5. 

Ang that he has done ſo, will be further evident from theſe 1% 
following Conſiderations. As, | | 


1#. Becauſe he himlelt d irects us ro Moſes and the Prophets 
only, in order to it. r 
A2aly. Becauſe he has made thoſe Means fo perfect and com- 

plear for the eſfecting ot that End, that nothing can be more | 

Oo, And | WIIIP 

Liſtly, Becauſe the Effects produc'd by them have ſufficiently | | 
demonſtrated their Power and Efficacy to that purpole. - _ 

1. It is evident, That God has appointed the Hearing of 
Moſes and the Prophets, as the Means of attaining Salvation, 
becauſe he directs us to Them, as the only proper Method that 

/ 1 \ 


can be taken in order to it. Twas to this that God of old di- 
rected the Fews, when they had forſaken him, and beraken 
themſelves to other ways, to the Lam, and to the Teftimanie, 
Taiah 8. 20. If they ſpeal not according to this Ward, it is be- 
cauſe there is no Light in them. So our Blefſed Lord ſeads us to 
the Church for DireQion. But if (fays he) they hear not the 
Church, let him be to thee as an Heathen Min and a Publican, | 
Matth. 18. 17. Nay, tho' the Jewiſh Doctors in our Saviour Wy 
Days, were Men of the moſt corrupt and vicious Lives; 9 * 
yet that could not excuſe the People from attending up- | 
on their Miniſtry. The Srribes am Phariſees fit in Mo- | 
OR os 


— 1 
1 


— 


ä before the Lord - ayor, Or. 
es Chair; all thereſdre whatſoever they bid you obſerve 
that (ſays he,) obſerve and do, Marth. 23. 2, 3. 80 
that it is a very dangerous Miſtake in many among us, to 
think that the reading the Seriptures or a good Sermon at Home 
is ſufficient, whilſt they neglect the Publick Miniſtry of God's 
Word in the Church. The Rich Man's Brethren were not here, 
directed to Read, but to Hear Moſes and the Prophets; and v. 31. 
we are told, that if they refus'd to hear them, if they neglected 
the Publick Miniſtry, there could be no hopes of their being 
perſwaded, though one roſe from the Dead. Moſes and the Prophets, 
Our Saviour Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Elders or Minifteys 
who have been Ordain'd in every City by them, and their Succeſ- 
ceſſors ever fince, and who rightly and duly Adminiſter Gods Ho- 
ly Word-and Sacraments; are aurhoriz'd and appointed by God 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, to fet forward the Satvation of all. 
And if Men are ſo perverſe, as to pay no due Regard to their 
Inſtructions, which come recommended with no lefs a Com- 
miſſion and Authority than that of God himſelt; or if they nep- 
lect to diſcharge this neceſſary Duty with that Reverence and 
Attention which it demands and requires, the Condition of 


— 


ſuch profane and irreligious Perſons, is ſo deſperaze and 


and deplorable, as leaves no hopes of Mercy, but from 
the Prayers of the Communion of that Church they ſo inſolentiy 
and careleſly deſpiſe. | | 

The great modern Pretenders to Wir and Reaſon, who are 
for advancing both above the Word and Ordinances of God, are 
for making the © Clarb's Title to the Prieſthood as good as the Par- 
« ſon's, and fixing a Right in every One, to exerciſe | 

& the Office of Preaching, Baptizing, Praying aloud, Rights of 
© and Conſecrating the Elements, which they impiouſly the Chri- 
« call Conjuration, inſtead of Conſecration, and can tian 
vouchſate no better Names for the Clergy, than Church. 
that of Note-Makers, and Pulpit- Blunderbuſſes. 

Though, I ſay, they thus impiouſly . revile che Miniſlers 
of God's Holy Word and Sacraments, vilifie their Sacred 
Office, and the laſt folemu Inſtitution of the Holy 7eſ#s celebra- 
ted by them, yet the Apoſtle expreſly declares, Heb, 5. 4. No 
Man tabeth, or can rake this Henour to himſelf, but be that is cal- 


led of God, as was Aaron. Every lawfully ordain'd Miniſter by 


the laying on of Hands of the Biſhops and Paſtors of Chriſts 
Church, has his Commiſfion and Authority fram Chris? 
Feſus, the Supreme Head and Governour of the Church. 

The Church is his Family; and all the Officers of it are ap- 
pointed and ordain'd by the great Maſter of rhe Hovſhold : He 
that is its Redeemer, Prince, and Saviour, has coſtituted and 
impower'd Guides and Inſtructors to the End of the World. 
He gave ſome Afgſiles, and ſome Prophets, and Evungeliſts, and 

| | Jom 


SERMON end 


Obit. Epli. 4. rt, . 8. | 
Ks: aner, in a very particular manner, directs Chriſtians 
wileretity are Sich, to ſend for the Elders or Minifters of the 
h to prey over tbem: And St. Peter exhorts the Miniſters of 

God. to feed the Flock of God , and particularly injoins ir upon 
the Reople, that they ber bed rent to them. Timothy has Rules 
laill den for his Direction in Ordaining Biſhops and Deacons; 
ani !Mniſters are ſpoke of under very great Characters of Di- 
fmt fromother private Chriſtiass, whom they are faid 
1 αν and che are therefore ſtil'd in Holy Wrir, «Miniſters of 
the Gospel, Email udgrs of God. ard Siewards of the Myſte- 
vteraſ Gor, And in the Exercife of their Office, they are ſaid 
to a in Got's Nrme, aud i Chrif”s Stead fo that they are 


Sat & pre per Ohrcers and Adminiſtratorr, to negotiate the Bu- 


fine of his Kingdom, and ſet forward the Salvation of 
Kare they arc ſaid, ro watch jor their Peoples Souls, as them 


that muſt give gceunt; and they zgain in à graretul Return ſor 


their Labour in the Lord, are commanded” in Striptore, to count 
them worthy of. danhle Honour, and lo elcem them highly in -Love 


For iti Works ſabe ,, navs to ſupport them with their Sub- 


ftanes, chat they may attend whohly upon their Sacred Funtti- 
on; and for the ſake or the Spiritual Things they drfpeace to 


them, co 4dninift-r freely to them of their Earthly Things : For 


he tut is taught in the Word, is to adminiſter td him that teacher iy 
in all god Things, and that ſo freely and liberally, that they who 
Prendbiie-Gojpel, may live of the Gel. The Scriptures being 
ſoſſulland expreſs in aſſerting and maintaining che Miniſteriaf 
Office and Authority, God having fix'd and appointed a Suc- 


.ceffini of Eccleſiaſtical Officers to the End of the World, and 


fo ſubmnly injoiyn'd che People to take heed bow they hear 
them; char chey attend upon cheir publick Inſtructions with due 
Nevetmre, with that Sobernefs and Seriouſneſs as becomes 
them: It is cvident they muſt be profligately given up to all 
Vice aud Ignoraifee, and void of all Shame or Fear, or the leaſt 
ſenſe af cllis grand and important Duty, who dare thus in de- 


ſpite af God's Commands, and the Eternal Concerns of their 


Smik, ſpyſale the aſſembling themſelves together in the Church” of 
God, 2d the manner of ſome is. "Bp 7-47 
An chat they muſt be arriv'd to the higheſt Pitch of tlieſe 
| Crimes, who are not content to allow the mſelves in this 
Heatieniſn Practice, bur alſo impiouſly teach Men to do fo too, 


making their Proſelytes gen times more the Children of the Devit 


than themſelves, wheſe Damnation ſlumbers not. 
| | Ter 


fore: Paſtors, and Teachers, for the pAſeHing of the Salat- + 
for the Worl of the Miniſtry, In the cdifying "of the Body of 


before 0e NA Mayor, . T2 
Les all choſe ſelf- comceited Wretches, who are Prieſts, and a a 


Church to themſelves, read and conſider what the Ever-blefſed 


Jeſus ays to the Miniſters of his Holy Word and Sacraments, 
to all choſe that are rightly and duly Ordained tp Preach his Hol 

Goſpel: He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that deſpiſet 

you, deſpiſeth me, and him that ſent me, Luk. 10. 16. 4.» 
Tour Reading and Praying at Home therefore, when done in 

Contempt of the Publick Miniſtry, and the True and Genuine 
Wotſhip, is but a Provocation to God, who interprets it as 4 
deſpiſing the Solemn Inſticucion of his Ever-Bleſſed Son, who has 
ſent out his Minijters as Emba ſſudots in his ſtead : Nay, he looks 
upon it as 4 deſpiſing himſelf, whoſe Repreſentatives they are. 
Add to this, That every private Chriſtian is by the very Deno- 
mination a profeſſed Member of Chriſt's Church, and conſe- 
quently bound to join in perpetual. Commur ion with it. It was 
our Lord's great Deſign in his Undertaking for us, to gather to 
himſelf a Church out of Mankind; and inthis Method, through 
Obedience to his Laws, to bring them unto Salvation. And 
this is the plain Senſe and Language of God's Spirit throughout 
che Holy Scriptures z wherein hatſoever our Bleſſed Lord is ſaid 
to have done or ſuffer'd for Mankind, he is ſaid to have done 


and ſuffer'd for them; not as ſcatter d Individuals, or as parti- 


cular Chriſtians, but as gather'd and incorporated into a Church. 
Thus fays the great Apoſt e St. Paul, Chriſt low d the Church, and 
gave himſelf for jt, Eph. 5. 25. And he purchas'd the Church with 


his own Blood, Acts 20. 28. And ſo again, Chriſt is the Sa- 


wiour of the Body, that is, the Church, Eph. 5. a Now the 


' Conſequence from this, is, that every Chriſtian is, and ought 


to be, a Member of the publick Church where he lives, (pro- 
vided that the Terms of irs Communion are not finful ; ) that 


without this, we can have no Relation to our Saviour Chriſt, 
nor any of rhe Priviledges of his Goſpel: For it we are not of 


the Bad y, we can have no Relation to the Head; and if we be 
not of the Church, we can have no Benefit or Advantage by the 
Goſpel, whoſe Benefts are diſpens'd in the Church. Here it is 
that we have Pardon and Abſolution granted us: Here it is that 
we have God's Grace and eſpecial Preſence promisd ro be in 
the midſt of us. Mat. 18. 20. Here it is that we have the 


Preaching of the. go, rd f God, which is able to make us 


wiſe unto Salvation, 2 Tim. 3. 15. Here ir is that we have the 
Miniſtry of -Recantiliation, 2 Cor. 5. 18. Here are the Sacra- 
ments ro let us in, and to confirm us in the Faich of Chriſt, 
Here are the Keys, boch for binding and looſing our Conſciences 

in point of Sin: Jobn 20. 22, 23. So that to the partaking of all 

choſe things that are neceſſary ro every Chriſtian's Salvation, 
there lies an Obligation upon them of bearing Moſes and the 
Prophets, of attend ing conſtantly upon the publick Miniſtry, and 


joining 
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joining in Communion with the Church of Chrift; which it is + 


impoſſible for ns to do, unleſs we Communicate with ſome par- 


ticular purt of it: Ard-there is no communicating with any part, 


except we do it with that where we live; I mean, rhe ſtri& 
maintaining Parochial Communion; for this is our fhdifpenſa- 


ble Duty. Thus yon fee the Obligation we lye under to frequent 


the Pariſh-Church where we inhabir, if it can be conveniently 
done: to be conſtant Arrenders upon the Publick Worſhip; there 
to join fervently and heartily in the folemn Prayers and Praiſes; 
a tentively to hear the Preaching of God's Word, and celebrate 
the Blefied Sacrament which God has appointed to be Ad mini- 
fred to us by the Stewards of the Miſteries of Chriſt Feſus : O- 
therwiſe all the Labour and Induſtry we can take, without 


theſe preſcrib'd Rules, will bein vain. The Apoſtle was ſenſible - 


of the horrible Conſequence of Mens neglecting the aſſembling 
them (2!ves together, when he ſo ſolemnly admoniſh's the Chri- 
ſtians ot the Age he liv'd in to be contrary ; that they would be 


very carctul nat to forſabe the Publich Aſſemblies, as the manner of 


fome among them was, Heb. 10. 25. But | 

21'y, God has ordered and appointed the hearing M/es 
and the Prophets, the atrending upon che Publick Miniiiry, as 
che Means ofrarratoing Salvation; becauſe he has made thoſe 
Means fo pfoper ahd complete for the effecting of that End, 
that nothiug can be more ſo. | 3 

Faith (St. Paut tells us) comes by Hearing; and that by Grace 
we are ſaved tho” Faith, Rom. ro, 17. Eph. 2. 17, 9. Here we 
fee are the Means, and here is the End propos d. The Scrip- 
ture, which is the Subject of our Preathing, and your Hearing, fs 
very complete for the attaining the End for which God defign'd 
it, and that it is both in refpeck of its Sufficiency and Power. 
As to its Sufficiency, it is profitable ( ſays the Apoſtle, ) fox 


»eſs; that the Man of Cod may be per fett, throughly prone unto 
every good Work, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And ſo it is likewiſe in te- 
ſpect of its Power and Efficacy; for the Word of God (ſays the Au. 
thor to the Hebrews ) is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any 
two euged Sword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of Soul and 
Spirit, andof the Foints and Marrow,and is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts 
and Intents of the Heart, Heb. 4. 12. So that the Scriptures are a 


fufficient Rule both of Fairh and Manners; and if we keep up to 


our Duty, are conſtant in hearing Mcfes and the Prophets, dili- 


genely arrending upon the Publick Miniſtry of this g, Word »f 


God; we ſhall fully be acquainted with the Nature of our Duty; 


and the Performance of chat, is the Condition of our Salvation. 
Not that the bare hearing Moſes and the Prophets, that the he- 


ing preſent at a Sermon, is all that is requir'd pf us: If we fir, 


donn under chat Miſtake, tho' we are never fo fwift to bear, 


ye 


Doctrine, for Keprohf, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſe 


4 


before the Lord-Mayor, &&. 13 
yet we cannot be Servants of God, unleſs we ſo hear hen as to O- 


bey. The Goſpel is undoubredly whar the Apoſtle affirms of it, 
the Power of God unto Salvation; for therein we have all thoſe 


Ius deſcrib'd, hy which God prepares and guides us to eter- 


nal Glory. But what are all theſe Bleſſed luſtitutions, if they 
ate not rightly and duly applied. Here are indeed our infallibſe 
—— but they ſigniſie nothing, if not made uſe of as God 
injoyn d. * 
2 The Bevilhimſelt has Scripture enough at command; nay, he 
Believes and Trembles. Judas heard many an excellent Sermon 
from our Bleſſed Saviour: yet for all this, was in the Call of 
Bitterneſs, and the Son of Perdition. a 
The Rich Man in Hell, had heard Moſes and the Prophets 
every Sabbath-Day in the Synagogue; yet becauſe he was not in- 
fluenc'd by their Miniſtry ro forſake his Pride, Cruelty and In- 
emperance, he was doom'd to a place of Torments. They are 
not the Hearers, but Doers of the Law, who ſhall be juſtified, Rom. 
2. 1 9 ' , l 0 ü . 3 : 
The Publick Miniſtration of God's Word” and Sacraments is 
able to ſave our Souls, it it be recery'd with Meekneſs, and pra- 
citic'd with Sincerity; and if it has any other effect, the Fault 
proceeds not from a Deficiency of Power in that, but a want of 
Application of it in our ſelves. | 
The Defect was not in the Seed, but in the Ground, into which 
Our Blefled Lord tells us it was caſt. The Goſpel therefore is 
not to be blam'd, becauſe it is hid to them that are loft: nor is 
Moſes and the Prophets to be objeRed againſt, it after the Pro- 
mulgation of God's Laws, Men will not continue in them to do 
them; nor are the Miniſters of God to be reflected upon, if after 
all their Pains and Labour, Men will eicher not heed, or elfe ri- 
dicule their Sacred Peeformances. God has in abundant Good- 
nets render'd his Diſpenfarions ſufficient to lead us to eternal 
Bliſs : So that when · ever this good Intention is fruſtrated, we 
our ſelves diſappoint their Efficacy and Power. 
| The Law of the Lord is perfect, (ſays the Royal Plalmift) con- 
axrting the Soul: the Teſtimony of the Lord is (ure, mal ing Wiſe 
the Simple, Pſal. 19. 7. There is nothing wanting in it that can 
make it uſeful] and profitable to us; for by this we are taught, 
what is the Will of Cod for our Salvation « By this we are 1ghtly 
inform d what to purſue, and what to avoid; what we are to 
believe and practice: By this we are acquainted with ail God's 
wonderful Cundeſcenſions to poor Sinners, in his fo earneſtly 
inviting and importuning them to repent : By this we know 
with what Favour he embraces, witch what Tendernets he cor- 
res, with what Bowels he picies, with what Power he ſupports, 
with what Wiſdom he directs, 24 be 74.15 are big People, and 
. the Sheep of bis Paſture : Thü is che Labour of Jos and toe 
irn . : „ Prophets ; 
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Prophets ; this the Work of all your Spirimal Paſtors and Teaches 
ers, that all may come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and le ſaved. - 
Laſtly, It it evident that God has appointed the. Heaxing 
Moſes and the Prophets, the Attend ing upon the Publick Mini- 
ſtry, as the Means of attaining Salvation; beeauſe the Effects 
produc'd by them, have ſufficiently demonſtrated their Power 
And Efficacy to that purpoſe. - When the old World had fo 
corrupred ir ſelf, that God repented he had made an; yet as 
the hkeſt way to reclaim them, he ſent Noab (as St. Peter tells us) 
to be a Preacher of Righteouſneſs. And ſo when the Fews grew 
at any time very vicious and cotrupt in their Lives, God imme- 
diately rais'd up among them ſome great and notable Prophet, 
to call them to Repentance, to denounce his Judgments, and 
to tell them of the Eil of their Doings : And this produc'd ſome- 
times great Changes and Reformation among them. How did 
the Parable of Nathan affect the Heart of David, awaken his 
Conſcience, and put him upon a ſerious and folemn bewailing 
his Sins? What a force had Elijah's powerful Sermon even up- 
on a wicked Ahab? It excited him him to faſt, and to humble 
himſelf in Sackcloth and Aſhes. What a mighty Reformacian 
in the Days of Fofiah, did Hilkiah the High-Prieſt's acquainting 
him with the Law of the Lord occaſion ? But yer all this was 
nothing to thoſe wonderful Effects produc'd by the preaching 
of our Lord's Apoſtles. Sr. Peter converted no leſs than Three 
Thouſand Souls at a fingle Sermon, and Five Thouſand at ano- 
ther. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles proſelyted whole Caun- 
tries, by his Miniſtry, to the Chriſtian Religion, Rom. 16. 
19. planting his Goſpel! from Jeruſalem round about unto Idhricum; 
that is, chrough all the Countries of Phenice, Syria, and Arabia : 
So that their Preaching univerſally prevail d every where, at a 
time when all the Wir and Senſe, rhe Power and Intereſt of 
the World were Confederate againſt it. Was it nar prodigi- 
. ous thata few illererare Fiſhermen, and Tent-makers, tho 
confound the Scribes and Phariſees, and baffie the Rabbies and 
Philoſophers, and triumph over al! che Learging and Policy of 
the Heathen World? That a few poor contemptible Perfans, 
that had neither the Arms of Alexander, nor the Arts of his 
Maſter Arjſtot{e, ſhould filence the Oracles, preach down all the 
Temples and Altars, the Rites and Ceremonies both of the Fy. 
dae and Ethnic Conſtitutions? That they ſhould perſwade Men 
to leave their Riches and Eaſe, and to embrace Poverty and. 
Trouble, and an afflicted State of Lite; to forego Liberty, Plea- 
ſures, and Profit; nay, and Life itſelf, only to 4 up the Croſs 
and follow a Crucified Saviour, in Expectation of 4 Recompence 
in Heaven, 1 fay, all this, and abundantly more than this, has - 
been done by Moſes and the Prophets, by the preaching of our 


Lord, by the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles, and their . = 
1 i aine 


before the Lord. Mayor, c. uy. 

dained by them in the ſeveral Ages of the Chriſtian. Churdh. 

Theſe are the Means appointed by Ged for cur Salvation, asc 
they are (as you have ſeen) very ſufficient : and effettual tur 
chat End, (if Men are nct wiltully wanting to thꝭmſelves 3) ity 
theſe ate indeed fo powerful, that if Men are not to be pr 
vailed upon by them, nothing elſe can de ſuppoſed to reclam 
them ; if they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither vill. 
they be perſwaded tho one roſe from the Dexd. It thoſe ærgu- 
ments which have wrought upon ſo many already, have not 

. fame Effect upon them; it's plain, tis nothing but the mat 

perverſe Wilfulneſs, and incorrigible Obſtinacy, and nor am 

y E--.; of Evidence: And in this Cafe it is impoſſible ro convine 

"- rhote who are reſolved not to be convinced: The ſtrongeſt Ar 

guments cannot prevail over Mens belov'd Lyſts, when they ar 

-veſolved in fulfilling them : Demonſtration itſelf cannot confurr 

a reſolv'd Will; fo that it is impoſſible for thoſe ever to be xe 
claira'd by any other Means, who are not to be influenc'd ! 
Moſes and the Prophets, and the preſent Diſpenſers of G 
Holy Word ,and Sacraments : The Arguments they ufe, being, 
of eternal C Mfequence to us. are the greateſt and ſtrongeſt thar 
can be propos d to Humane Underſtanding ; and it theſe haw 
no Succeſs, nothing elſe will: For if Men are ſo deſperately be- 
ſotted; as not ro'regard the Word of God, which has been io 
undeniably confirm'd by Miracles from Heaven, and is Ortho- 
doxly preach'd by Perſons rightly ordain'd for the Work of tr 
Miniſtry, they would not be ferſwaded tho* one roſe from the 
Dead: They who are fo prefligare as not to regard rele, 
would never be perſwaded by any extraordinary Methods thiat 
cou'd be taken with them. | | 
From what has been ſaid, it concerns us who are ble 
ſed with Moſes and the Prophets, nay, who have Chril 
and his Apoſtles, an Orthodox and righely Ordain'd Clergy, 

Preaching almoſt daily in our Synagogues, and rightly and 

| _ duly Adminiſtring God's Holy Word and Sacraments, r 

of * uſe our beſt Endcavours that theſe bleſſed Beuefits Which. 

Sad is pleas'd to vouchſafe us, be nct loſt upon us, but 
that we anſwer che End and Deſign of God's Goodneſs in gran- 
ting them to us. God knows, we have too much Reaſon to la- 

ment the ſad Examples that we every Day ſee of choſe who de- 
ſpiſe the Church of God, ridicule its Miniſters, and load them- 
with the moſt odious Names and Characters, vitific their Citice,, 

a as nothing bur Worldly Policy and Prieftcraft, ro keep filly 
People in awe : Such Miſcreants as theſe can never be reclam d 4 
by chat Goſpel they fo Arheiſtically rraduce. Ales and tle 
Prophets, che preaching of God's Word by his Meſicngers, | 

- which has prevailed over all the other Parts of che Werld, catry 
not prevail over ſuch as theſe, who arc abandon d te their 2 


- 
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Luſts and vile Imaginations. Put alas ! This is to turn all choſe 
Bleſſings which God intends for their Salvation, into Inſtru- 
ments of their Damnation; but ſince we have not ſo learned Chriſt, 
and ſince Godot his Goodneſs affords us ſuch exeellent Inſtru- 
ments of Happineſs, let us thankfuliy embrace, and niake a right 


uſe of them; be deſifous of Inſtruction, and willing to purſue 


all proper Methods in order to it: To this end let us be Humble, 
and not vainly Conceited of our ſelves, as if we had no need of 
Information, nor eſteem our ſelves too great to receive it, 
even from. the -meaneſt Preacher. For (as a great Prelate 
of our own Church obſerves,) there is no Diſcourſe ſo de- 
fpicable, but that an humble Mind may profit by it, and 


find ſomewhat at leaſt to exerciſe, his Charity and Patience, 


if not excite his Zeal, and improve his Knowledge, Nothing 


is ſo great an Enemy to our Proficiency in any Thing, as 


pride; when Men look upon themſelves too wiſe to learn, 
they negle& and deſpiſe Inſtruction; wherefore Solomon ſays of 
ſuch an one, Seeſt thou a Man wiſe ih his own Conceit, there 
3s more hope of a Fool than of him, Prov. 26. 12. We ſhould there- 
fore be ready to diſtruſt our ſelves, and our ow@Apprehenſi- 
ons, bear a due Regard and Deferenceto the Judgment of others, 
and be willing to be taught by thoſe whom God has ſer over us 
for that End and Purpoſe, | 5 

Thus having Moſes and the Prophets, our Saviour Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles and Miniſters, rightly ſucceeding them by a Legal 
Ordination, you ſhould hear Them, ſtrive ail you can to receive 
Benefit by their Miniſtry : And that our preaching may not be 
in vain to you, come to the Publick Aſſe mblies, as Chriſtians 
ovght to do, with an honeſt and upright Heart, with Charity and 
Humiliry, being ſincerely deſirous of improving your Knowledge 
and Underſtanding your Duty. Bur above all, come with firm 
Reſolutions ot practiſing what you hear; remember tis this that 
Chriſtianity intends and deſigns in all its Ordinances : And it 
we thus ſincerely direct all our Hearing to the Glory of God, and 


the Ed ification of our own Souis, we ſhall in the end obtain an 


eternal and ever bleſſed Reward for all our Services; for our La- 


bour will not be in vain in the Lord. | 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons and One Cod, be all Honouf and Glory, Might, 
Majeſty and Dominion, both new and for ever more. amen, 

and Amen, | 


